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kst week, 4.state Supreme Court judge put the brakes on a plan to use an herbicide,

co

ProcellaCOR, to kill off an invasive weed in Lake George.

The Lake George Association, which brought the suit, argued for more caution in dealing

with Eurasian watermilfoil after the Adirondack Park Agency had approved the plan.
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ake George and on the way to be disposed of. Photo courtesy Lake George Mirror
(http://www.casella.com/)

"[The LGA argued] that we should be more intellectually modest about what we put into
the lake,” said Tony Hall, co-owner and editor of the Lake George Mirror
(https:/fwww.lakegeorgemirror.com/lake-george-village-waters-cleared-of-milfoil/), “and
acknowledge that there’s too much that we don’t know about the lake and the

ecosystem and how it would respond to a foreign element such as ProcellaCOR.”

The court ruling sets up a public hearing on the use of the herbicide this summer.
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Tony Hall of the Lake George Mirror on the herbicide debate
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JHurasian watermilfoil was first discovered in Lake George in 1985
(https:/fwww.lakegeorgemirror.com/archive/imagine-lake-george-without-milfoil/).

Nodaythemwegd threatens Lake George’s ecology and tourism economy.
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TONY HALL: Every summer for the past several summers, the Lake George Park
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Commission has been spending as much as $500,000 a year to go from site to site to
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hy are they going to such extents to do this? What's so bad

m&g‘g “ detrimental effects of milfoil. One is simply ecological. It

vhich play a role in keeping the lake clear, as well as being

phytoplankton.

ion. If you've ever been in a very weedy body of water,

(http://www.casella.com/

where it's difﬁcuit to swim, and the plants get trapped in your propeller, you know this is

not something that a recreational area such as Lake George wants to see spread.

NCPR provides this essential service.

You provide your essential support.

You put the “public” in this public service. Donations from you and

your neighbors are a big part of what makes our quality journalism

possible. Please make a donation now to support NCPR’s continuing

efforts to be everything you count on us to be.
(https://ncpr.secureallegiance.com/ncpr/WebModule/Donate.aspx?
P=ONETIME&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=D93JPtObQWQgp6r8SkmQkezWDeZ%:
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Ubivers float above a patch of Eurasian watermilfoil. Photo courtesy Lake George Mirror
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U tivar wie arguincnes wor ad against, and the Adirondack Park Agency concluded that it
(https: TCTI\TLI w.adirondackarts.or: /grant_opport nities/sc

would have damaged native plants, And soa permit was denied.

re reluctant to revisit that argument until a few years ago,
rocellaCOR, which, according to Lake George Park

1 but rather a hormone, and was being used in other lakes
ther lakes in the Adirondacks. And so the Lake George Park

.
még& ras only responsible to at least look at the possibility of

of these dense beds in Lake George, which had not
!a!e 1N 2020, It Calle up

(http://www. casella com/)

application to the Adirondack Park Agency and the DEC.

sting.

\m!! a serious proposal to use it. In 2021-22, it did submit an

At that point, the Lake George Association stepped up and raised objections to it, saying
there were too many unknowns about its impact on nontarget species, to native plants,
animals, and even to human health for those people who still use the lake for their

drinking water.

It reached the Adirondack Park Agency in April 2022. The APA did approve it. The Lake
George Association brought a suit against the APA to at least hold off on the use of

ProcellaCOR until some of its impacts had been evaluated.

On March 3, New York State Supreme Court Justice Robert Muller ruled that the APA
had not properly looked at all of the counterarguments for ProcellaCOR and ruled that
the APA had arbitrarily and capriciously approved permits to use it without holding a
public hearing.
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Eurasian watermilfoil first appeared in Lake George in 1985. Photo courtesy Lake George Mirror
(http://www.casella.com/)

SOMMERSTEIN: What does the Lake George Association want to see done with
Eurasian watermilfoil? What's their solution?

HALL: That's a really good question. The LGA and its leaders argue that there are just
too many unknowns about the potential impacts of this product upon the lake’s
ecosystem. It has said that it simply wants more science. But it has acknowledged that
there’s not enough time to do an entirely new scientific research project on this before
June 2023, when presumably a public hearing would be called.

I think [the LGA argues] that we should be more intellectually modest about what we
put into the lake and acknowledge that there is too much that we don't know about the
lake and its ecosystem and how it would respond to foreign elements such as
ProcellaCOR.
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Ahe Lake George Park Commission will argue this has been tested through a rigorous
scientific process, and we know precisely what its impacts are, which are nil.
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pages/the-adirondacks) - milfoil (/news/tags/milfoil)

book (https://www.facebook.com/NorthCountryPublicRadio).
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Environmentalists say cutting plastic
packaging in half is a chief goal in 2024

The news never gets old (https://www.northcountrypublicradio.
(https://www.northcountrypublicradio. ~ say-cutting-plastic-packaging-in-half-
news-never-gets-old) is-a-chief-goal-in-2024)

This Weekend in the Adirondacks: Stefanik to campaign with Trump in
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