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ENVIRONMENT

Lake George groups at odds over plan to use
herbicide that targets milfoil
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Consultants survey Minerva Lake before applying herbicide to combat Eurasian watermilfoil in June 2020. The Lake

George Park Commission (LGPC) is seeking Adirondack Park Agency approval to trial the herbicide ProcellaCOR EC in

two dense patches of invasive Eurasian watermilfoil in Lake George.  Photo by Gwendolyn Craig

By Dana Holmlund

The Lake George Park Commission (LGPC) is seeking Adirondack Park Agency approval to trial

the herbicide ProcellaCOR EC in two dense patches of invasive Eurasian watermilfoil in Lake

George. After years of milfoil management, the expense is adding up and the results are

discouraging. Park commissioners believe ProcellaCOR is the solution they’ve been looking for.

Other environmental organizations are not so sure. 

The two treatments would test the effectiveness of the herbicide in Lake George and, if

successful, mark the beginning of an integrated milfoil management plan. The targeted

infestations are both on the lake’s east side, in Blair’s Bay and Sheep Meadow Bay near Huletts

Landing. (Due to town boundaries in the lake’s waters, both applications go through town of

Hague.)

For over three decades, LGPC has used various methods to quell the invasive plant in Lake

George, such as diver-assisted suction harvesting—where divers uproot the milfoil and feed it

through a vacuum tube to be ejected onto a boat—and laying benthic mats to smother growth.

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/decades-old-milfoil-mats-removed-from-lake-george
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Residents and businesses have seen boating, angling and swimming hampered by stands of

invasive milfoil clouding the water. In 2021 nearly 68 tons of milfoil were removed from the lake,

according to the Lake George Park Commission’s website.  

Screenshot of the application

Historically, annual management in Blair’s Bay has averaged $15,000-$20,000 per acre,

according to the park commission. In contrast, the ProcellaCOR pilot treatments average $8,000

per acre. Executive Director David Wick said in a March meeting that the park commission

believes ProcellaCOR is a cost-effective and ecologically bene�cial solution to be used in “areas

that have not responded well” to conventional management practices. 

The LGPC is encouraged by the success of the only other Adirondack lake to be treated with

ProcellaCOR. The town of Minerva struggled to suppress the Eurasian watermilfoil problem in its

lake until in 2020 the APA granted their appeal to use the herbicide. There, a stretch of 41 acres

was dosed with 8.73 gallons of ProcellaCOR. Within two weeks the milfoil disappeared. No

Eurasian watermilfoil growth, save for a single stem, was found in a plant survey of Minerva Lake

last summer administered by SOLitude Lake Management. Non-target plant growth rebounded,

and three new species were identi�ed. 

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/minerva-lake-invasive-plant-herbicide-success
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/minerva-lake-invasive-plant-herbicide-success
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/herbicide-eurasian-watermilfoil
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/herbicide-eurasian-watermilfoil
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A member of A.E. Commercial Diving Services harvests milfoil in 2019 on Lake George. Photo by

Mike Lynch

Questions about safety

Still, some environmental organizations have reservations about the use of an herbicide that has

been registered by the EPA only since 2018. 

The Lake George Association (LGA) feels ProcellaCOR is not a proper management tool for the

lake. Chris Navitsky, LGA waterkeeper, believes there is a lack of conclusive research regarding

ProcellaCOR’s full and long-term effects on native species including insects and other small

animals that live at the bottom of the lake. He points to the EPA’s registration for the active

ingredient in ProcellaCOR, �orpyrauxifen-benzyl, which reads, “For freshwater benthic

invertebrates, the submitted study showed toxicity at all of the levels tested, resulting in

uncertainty regarding what level of [ProcellaCOR] in the environment would be below the

threshold for toxicity.” 

The EPA review describes ProcellaCOR as effective at much lower dosages and with minimal

non-target impacts when compared to older herbicides. The maximum application rate permitted

is far lower than the contaminants allowed for in the New York State Drinking Water Standard. 

https://www.sepro.com/aquatics/procellacor-product
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Screenshot of the application

Risk to native plants 

Though it might be safer than its predecessors, ProcellaCOR still harms other species besides

Eurasian watermilfoil.

Native milfoils showed they were nearly as sensitive to ProcellaCOR EC as Eurasian watermilfoil,

according to a technical summary by environmental management �rm SePro. Several kinds of

water lily, including watershield and yellow water lily, also had temporary reactions to the

herbicide. While there are no species of water lily in the pilot sites, there is a native milfoil. 

Alternate-�ower watermilfoil (Myriophyllum alterni�orum) was detected in Blair’s and Sheep

Meadow bays, initial plant surveys found. M. alterni�orum is on New York State’s rare and

endangered species list and is common in Lake George. In response to concerns about native

milfoil, Wick said in the March meeting that the DEC was not worried the ProcellaCOR pilot

applications would wipe out native milfoil from the lake. He said the treatment covers 4 acres in a

lake of 28,000 acres, and that annual surveys following ProcellaCOR application will check for

native plant regrowth.  

The LGA does not share the park commission’s con�dence. Navitsky reads from the EPA permit

registering ProcellaCOR as an herbicide to be used in “slow-moving/quiescent waters with little

or no continuous out�ow”—a description he says does not match Lake George, which is a deep
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oligotrophic lake. He fears the current would disperse the herbicide far beyond the con�nes of the

treatment sites. Navitsky says the absence of Eurasian milfoil in the entirety of Minerva Lake—not

just the areas dosed with ProcellaCOR—proves the herbicide cannot be isolated in one place. He

worries about the consequences to non-target species and says even though native milfoil is

widespread in Lake George, it is still endangered and should be protected.  

The LGA’s claim that ProcellaCOR will cause harm by spreading throughout the lake, the Park

Commission said, does not consider the fact that the herbicide would become highly diluted in

lake water. As for concerns about ProcellaCOR’s suitability in the moving waters of the lake, the

park commission emphasizes the pilot sites have been visited and approved by APA and DEC

staff, as well as a member of SOLitude Lake Management. 

Eurasian watermilfoil. Photo by Gwendolyn Craig

Navitsky, the waterkeeper, is not alone in his concerns. 88% of the comments submitted during

the APA’s public comment period spoke against ProcellaCOR use in Lake George. Commenters

say they feel there are too many unknowns to justify applying the herbicide without further study.

Many commenters worry the herbicide will compromise drinking water supply and harm the

ecosystem.
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Adirondack Council Director of Communications John Sheehan said until there is robust evidence

proving the herbicide is safe over the long term, the Council will continue to support things like

more vigilant control of boat launches instead. “It is unlikely that you will hear an endorsement for

any herbicide chemical treatment from the organization just because of our long-term concerns

over long-term impacts,” Sheehan said. “There are no pesticides or herbicides that are

considered to be 100% safe by any government entity.”

The Adirondack Lakes Alliance supports the Lake George pilot treatments. Executive Director

Scott Ireland says the decision to hand-harvest or use ProcellaCOR isn’t “an either-or solution. It’s

all part of a comprehensive solution to �ghting this.”

Likewise, Wick told commissioners at a municipal brie�ng in March, “We’re not looking to replace

our current diver-assisted methods solely with ProcellaCOR,” and that the herbicide is “another

tool in the toolbox.”

The DEC has already granted the park commission a permit to use the herbicide. Now the

commission awaits the APA’s verdict. The decision is likely to arrive at the next APA meeting on

Thursday. Following endorsement, application would occur in early June of this year. With a

treatment area of approximately 8 acres, the process should be completed in a single day. 

Dana Holmlund holds a degree in environmental studies and creative writing from SUNY Potsdam

and is interested in the interaction between science and human society in the Adirondacks. She

enjoys reading, outdoor recreation, and playing music.

Editor’s note: This story has been updated to clarify the proposed herbicide test site locations and

to correct references to the park commission.

Water updates

Sign up for the “Water Line” newsletter, with weekly updates about pollution, climate change and

development’s impacts on the Adirondacks’ lakes, rivers and streams.
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Or click here to see all our weekly and daily newsletters

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/newsletters
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Adirondack Explorer

The Adirondack Explorer is a nonpro�t magazine covering the Adirondack Park's environment,

recreation and communities.

View all articles by this author

Comments

M.P.Heller says

April 11, 2022 at 9:56 am

The article lists Sheep’s Meadow Bay as being in the Town of Hague. It is not, nor is it even in

the same county. Also later in the article the author con�ates the names of the LGA and LGPC

into an non-existant entity titled “Park Association”.

Reply

Melissa Hart says

April 11, 2022 at 10:43 am

All �xed, thanks for pointing that out. We are actually in the process of sorting out the

Sheep Meadow location, as the application clearly states town of Hague….

Reply

M.P. Heller says

April 11, 2022 at 12:13 pm

Almost all �xed. Blairs Bay, Hague, west side, Warren County. Sheep Meadow Bay,

Dresden, east side, Washington County.

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/author/adkadmin
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Reply

Melissa Hart says

April 11, 2022 at 2:10 pm

Received further clari�cation from Dave Wicks at the Lake George Park Commission.

The jurisdiction for both sites is town of Hague, as the town boundaries encompass

under the water too. Both sites are on the east side of the lake. Thanks again!

M.P. Heller says

April 11, 2022 at 5:54 pm

Sheep’s Meadow is located just to the south of Huletts Landing hamlet. The bay might just be

an informal local name as there are way too many bays and coves on Lake George for them all

to be named, there is also a street with the same name, again just to the south of the hamlet.

Reply

Big Burly says

April 16, 2022 at 10:27 am

Short of requiring all waters in and around the Blue Line to be motorless, eurasian watermilfoil

may not ever be eradicated no matter how big and varied the toolbox. I for one do not believe

motorless would be well received.

Reply

SusannaDanna says

April 17, 2022 at 11:40 am

It is unsettling to think of applying a toxic herbicide to public drinking water. I guess we must

just hope that the application stays put and is mostly absorbed by the victim plant, with the rest

being diluted and dissipated, and that the application won’t have to be repeated and repeated

and repeated….

With the pesticide foxes guarding the FDA chicken coup, trusting gov’t regulators is a risky

business these days.

Reply
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enjoyment for all, community vitality, and lasting protection
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