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PLEASE NOTE: There is a 150 word maximum
for comments. All comments greater than 150
words in length will be deleted in their entirety.
ALSO NOTE: Derisive name-calling of an
individual or group will result in the entire
comment being deleted.

LOHR McKINSTRY
Press-Republican (http://pressrepublican.com)

Welcome to our new online comments feature.
Before you can join the discussion, you must first
register with Disqus and verify your email address.

Once you do, your comments will post after they
TICONDEROGA — An aquatic herbicide that
poisons milfoil is being proposed for use in Eagle have been reviewed by a moderator.
Lake.
We welcome your thoughts and your opinions,
including unpopular ones. We ask only that you
Growing in dense, acre-sized beds in the
keep the conversation civil and clean.
3-mile-long body of water, Eurasian milfoil is a
clogging weed that residents say is choking the
Not all comments are deemed printable. Some are
ecosystem in their lake.
disqualified, at the newspaper’s discretion, for a
The Ticonderoga Town Council is following up on number of reasons. Here are some typical practices
a request from the Eagle Lake Property Owners to avoid in trying to get your comment printed:
group to act as a lead agency for the application
permit.
There is a 150 word maximum for comments. All
comments greater than 150 words in length will be
"We're doing what we can to help," Ticonderoga deleted in their entirety.
Supervisor Debra Malaney said. "The next step is
a survey."
Don’t state as a fact something that is
unsubstantiated or that our editors wouldn't know
Eagle Lake's 90 residents will be mailed a milfoil to be true.
survey form that they can fill out and return to the
town.
Don’t presume someone’s guilt in a case when it
hasn't been established by a court.
The aquatic herbicide the Property Owners group
wants to use is Triclopyr, sold under the
Don’t assail or impugn an identifiable individual or
brand-name Renovate OTF, which has been
group. If you have that kind of criticism, sign your
used to treat milfoil in other lakes.
name and submit it as a Letter to the Editor. (There
is some leeway on this in connection with public
The herbicide was previously used in Lake
Luzerne in Warren County and was approved by officials, but it is not unconditional.)
the Adirondack Park Agency. The agency must
also OK Eagle Lake's treatment.

Don’t use profanity. This includes the term “tea
bagger.”

Eagle Lake President Andy Belkevich said the
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milfoil infestation in Eagle Lake has gotten worse Don’t be incendiary or tasteless. Those qualities are
in the last few years.
subjective, of course, and our editors will be the
arbiters.
"Eventually, you'll be able to walk across the lake
in a pair of snowshoes in July. That's how bad it Do not identify yourself in the main content area of
is."
the article content form. Only by enforcing this rule
can the moderators prevent unscrupulous
The previous use of mats and hand-harvesting of commenters from falsely identifying themselves as
milfoil has made the problem worse, he said.
someone they are not.
"Hand-harvesting actually spreads the problem. Don't type in all caps. It is considered the Internet
When you hand-harvest, small pieces break off equivalent of shouting.
and float away. Then it grows again."
Once it is approved for use in Eagle Lake,
Renovate OTF will be used as a surface-applied
granule that dissolves in the water. The chemical
is sanctioned by the State Department of
Environmental Conservation for use.

In sports articles, do not criticize officiating.
Remember, moderators are not allowed to edit any
article comments. If an article comment fails any of
the above criteria, the entire comment will be
deleted.

Mifoil was first discovered in Eagle Lake in the
We monitor comments Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 8
1970s. Since then, the Eagle Lake Property
Owners group has been hand-harvesting milfoil p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Approval of comments outside these times may be
and installing mats to smother the weed.
delayed.
Eagle Lake, located off Route 74, is shared
between Ticonderoga and Crown Point, and the
Crown Point Town Council would share
lead-agency status.
The use of Renovate OTF would be funded
through a $110,000 State Invasive Species
Program grant awarded to the Town of Crown
Point.
"We're behind the Eagle Lake Property Owners,"
Crown Point Supervisor Bethany Kosmider said.
"We hope we can help them get rid of the
milfoil."
The Essex County Board of Supervisors has also
gone on record in support of the milfoileradication effort in Eagle Lake.
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