
LIGHTS REQUIRED ON BOATS UNDERWAY BETWEEN SUNSET AND SUNRISE 
UNOb: 4':0 
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26' TO NOT MORE THAN 65' UNDER 40 GROSS TONS 
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Whit. 20 pt. 12 pt. ,'.rn light 3 ",I. Whit. 20 F!t. 
12 pt .• tem light 3 mi . 2 mi. 12 pt. ".rn light 3 mi. 
2ml. / 1// 2 mi. / 
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s.parote red .. gr..., sidelight. " Separat. red &. 0""' IlMlighh Separate 'N .. 8rHl' .Jdellghts S.porcde r.d & gr.." 'id.lightt 

10 pt I mi. 10 pi I mi. 10 pi 1 ml. 10 pi 1 mi. 

Note: On interjor (non·fed . ,ali waters 01 the state, .vesRI ~ propell.J by sail alon. ;"oy '~mlt the white -'ights c~'/ed for 
• n dingrom abov~. 

An y vessel may carry and exhi bit the li gh t s require d by 
the federal re gulatio ns in li e u of th e light s required by 
the New York State Navi ga t ion La w. 

Li ght s must b e screened so they wil l 
only s how through the arcs s h own. 

Th e Internati onal System requires the 20 pt. white light b e plac ed 3' a bove the side 
light s or combin ation ligh t on c raft of less than 40'; 9' above th e gun wa le on craft of 
40 ' and over . Rowing boat s, whether under oars or sail, shall have ready a t hand a whi te 
light wh ich s h a ll be temporari ly exhibit ed in time to preve nt colli sion. 
ANCHOR LIGHTS-All ve ssels under I SO' in len gth at anchor mu s t displ ay a s ingle 3 2 
pt. whit e ligh t b etween sunset and s unri se. In a " sp ecia l anchorage area" as de fin e d by 
th e U.S. Army Engineer s vessels of 65 ' in length or less are exemp t fr om showing an 
anchor li ght. FLAME ARRESTER-C arbure t ors on a ll motorboat engines {other than out~ 
boards} mu s t be fitt e d with a Coast Guard approved device for a rresting bac kfire.' 
VENTILA TION- Two or more ventilators with cowls or equivalent, capabl e of removing 
gases from th e bilges in engine and fuel tank compartments, a re required on motorboats 
using gasoline o r fuel with a fl ashpo in t o f less th an 1l00F. ' 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS- Mus t b ~ 
Co as t Guard App rove d. Not re
quired on outboard motorboats of 
ope n construction less th an 26 
fe et in length. * 

EQUIPMEHT RECUIR ED 
~~ 

HOH·MECHMUCALL Y 
PROPElLED CRAFT Clau A-Leu than 

161t.inle ngth - J 

*For exception s see New Yo rk 
St ate Navigation L aw . 

MOTORBOATS 

CloB 1-16 h.lo leulhon 
26 feet in length 

Clau 2_ 26 k.lo luslhon 

.40ft: !nlenglh 

Cia IS 3-.40 It. to 65 h. 
illl ength 

~LlFE SAVING DEVICES One lile pruerver, buoy anI vesl, ring buoy orbu010nl tu shion loreoch penon oboold . 
On e Iile p.elelv er 0, rin g blloy 
fa, eot h pc. ~on on boo,o:/. 

BElL Hone lequi'f;'d Hone required I Hone requi red One whith when ~lruck. prodllce ~ a d ear , bf;'II · li~e tone . 

HORM OR WHI STLE Hone required 
A hand , mouth, or po .... er operated producing 
a bloll 01 Iwo seconds oudible%fllile . 

On e hond or powe r operoled 
producing 0 bl osl 01 2 seconds 
audible 17 mile . 

One power ope rated producing 
oblastol2atond s ouclible 
YI mi le-. 

ANCHO R Hone requi red An chor ond line 01 sufficie nllen glh, .... e ight ond st re ngth 10 prov ide $o le anchorage. 

' FI RE EX TIHGUI SHERS Hone required I-Bl I I_ Bl 2-BI 01 l-B2 3-B 1 a. I_B2 &. 1- 81 

·AII must be approved by U. S. Coost Guard and in good se rviceable condition. 

(Conl' d fr om other side) 

wate rs within the ir jurisd iction . Check with offi
r.ia ls in the loca li ty in whic h you int end to oper
ate your boat. 
VIOLA TIONS 

Viol at ions of a ny of the prOVISIOns of th e 
NaVigati on L aw are punishab le ~y a fin p or 
imprisonment or both. ) 

ACCIDENTS 
The operat or of a vessel involved in an acc i

dent mus t s t op and render such ass istanc e to 
other per so ns a ffe c t ed by the accident as may be 
practical and necessary in orde r to preve nt 
furthe r injury and to minimiz e any danger resu lt
ing from th e acciden t. 

He 1'1- 1\ exhibit the ce:tific~te of reg i s tration 
for th e .p e l a nd a lso g,ve hIS name, addr ess 

.' 
and the number of his boat in writing to any 
person injure d a nd t o the owner of any propert y 
damaged in the accident. _ 

Whe never any vesse l, including rowboats and 
canoes , meets with an accident involving a l.oss 
of life, personal injury or propert y damage in 
excess of $ 100.00, the operator o f the vessel 
must file a report with the Divi s ion of Motor 
Boats within seven days. 

In the event the person injured or th e own e r 
of property dam age d in an a ccident cannot be 
loc ate d at the site, then the operator of the 
ve sse l involved shall report the accident to th e 
nearest police agency within 24 hour s. 

If the operator of a vessel invo lved in an 
acc ide nt is physically inc apable of fi lin g a 
report, then other participants in the boat in
volved or the owner of the boat sh all file the 
report in the operator's stead. 
AGE OF OPERATOR 

Children unde r the age of 10 may not operate 
a mec hanically-prope lled vessel in New York 
State waters unless accompanied by a person 
over the age of 14 • 

P ersons age 10 through 14 may not operate a 
mechanically-prope lled vessel in New York State 
waters unless he or she is the h older of a boating 
sa fety certificate or unless accompani ed by a 
per son over the age of 14 . 

To obt a in the boating safety cert ifi cate, 
youngste rs age 10 through 14 must take the New 
York State Young Boatman's Safe ty Co urs e whi ch 
i s taught throughout the state by vo lunteer 
ins truc tors . Information on the course may be 
obtained by writing to N. Y. S. Conservation 
Departme nt, Divi s ion of Motor Boats, Burea u o f 
Education and Safety, State Office Building 
Campus, Albany, N, Y. 12226. 

BOATING COURSES 
Courses for adults a re offer e d wit hout c harge 

in every part of the s tate by the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, the U. S. Power Squadron a nd other 
organizations. To register in these courses which 
cover s mall c raft operati on and mainte nance, 
navigation and mechanics, c onsult the loca l unit 
of these voluntary organizations. 
RULES FOR SAILING VESSELS 

Whe n two sailing vess e ls a re approac hing 
one another , so as to involve ri sk of co lli s ion, 
one of them shall keep out of the way of th e 
other as foll ows: 

A vessel which is r un ning free s ha ll keep out 
of the way of a vess e l whic h i s closehau led. 

A vessel wh ic h i s closehau le d on th e port 
tack shall kee p out of the way of a vessel whi ch 
i s c losehauled on the s tarboard t ack . 

When both are running free, wi th the wind on 
diffe rent si des, the vesse l which has th e wind on 
the port s id e sha ll keep out o f the way of the other . 

When both are running free, with th e wind on 
th e same side, the vesse l wh ich i s to win dward 
sh a ll keep out of the way of the ve ssel whi c h i s 
to leeward. 

I A vessel whi ch has th e wind aft shal l kee ) 
t of th e way of the other vessel. 
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!!:!'" REGISTRATION LAW 
New York State la w requires that e very 

~ mec hanically-pr opelled ve ssel operated on the 
navigabl e wate rs of the state, or on any other 
waters within the bound arie s of the s tate (e xce pt 
th ose waters which are privately owned and not 
used by the public) sh a ll be registered and 
numbe red. No person may operate or give permis
si on for the opera tion of any motor driven vess el 
on s t ate waters unless it i s r egistered and 
numb e re d in accordance with the la w. The regis
tr at ion certific ate must be on board whenever the 
vesse l is in operation and must be available at 
all time s for inspe ction. 

WHO MUST REGISTER 
In New York State all owners of mechanically

prope lle d vesse ls (exce pt documente d vesse ls) 
are re quired to register their boats. There are no 
si ze or horsepower limitations. Sailboats, which 
use a uxiliary power, either inboard or outboard, 
mu s t a lso be registered. 

CONTINUITY OF OWNERSHIP, 
SELLING A BOAT 

Applications for Boat Registration numbe rs 
mus t be accompa nied by such evidence of owne r
s hip as require d by law. The registration ce rtifi
cate of the previous owner, properly signed, 
dat e d and sh owing the name of the' new owne r or 
a valid bill of s a le signe d by the seller or copy 
thereo f is acceptable e vidence of ownership. 

A valid bill of sale s ha ll contain notice to the 
s elle r th at fal se s tateme nts conta ine d therein are 
puni shab le according to law. The bill of sale 
sh a ll c ontain also the registration number, make 
of vessel, year built, le ngth, hull number and 
e ngine seria l number. 

If the ve s sel has passed through the hands of 
more than one purchaser since last being regis
tered, va lid bills of sale or copies thereof from 
each purc hase r to the next shall be submitt ed, 
beginn ing with the last registrant and ending 
with the applic ant for registration. If this vessel 
has never bee n registered, bills of sale from the 
fir s t owner or dealer or builder of the vessel and 
e ac h s uc c e s s ive owner of this vessel are required. 

Wh e n a regis tered boat is sold, the s e ller 
must complete the reverse side of the certificate 
of regi s tration with his signature, the date of 
sal e , and the na me of the new owne r. He sha ll 
al so notify th e Division of Motor Boats of the 
name of the purc haser, the date of sale and the 
regis trat ion numb er. 

T he certificate of registration must then be 
given to the new owner who, if he wishes to 
regis te r th e vessel, sha ll forward the certificate 
with the c omple te d application for boat registra
tion a nd the proper fe e to the Division of Motor 
Boats . There a re no provisions in the New York 
State Na vigation Law for the transfe r of all or 
part of the un use d regis tration fee from one boat 
to an othe r or fr om one owner to another. 

Applic ant s whose be ats were r orevipusly 

re gi s te re d by them in another state must present 
their regi stration certific at e or, in place of it , a 
certifjcation from the Boat Registra tion authori
ties of tha t state ve rifying the fact that the boat 
in question was duly regi s te red in that state . In 
the event that applic ant purchase s a boat fr om 
the resid ent of a nother st at e a valid bill of sale 
or copy thereof from the former owner must 
acc ompany the out-of-sta te certification. 

Where an applic ant has c onstruc ted a boat 
from a manufacture r's kit, the bill of sale or copy 
thereof from the ma nufactur er or his age nt will be 
acce pte d. The builder of a homemade boat must 
accompany his application with an aff idav it to 
that e ffect. 

In case of the de ath of the owner of a motor 
boat registered in New York State, transfer of the 
regi s trat ion to the new owner of the vessel can 
be accomplishe d by sending to the Division of 
Motor Boats a copy of the death c e rtificate of the 
owner a nd evide nce of authority to administer the 
estate, t ogether with the properly filled out 
plastic certificate of registration or a valid bill 
of sale. 

THE NUMBERING SYSTEM 
T he numb e ring system c onsists of the lett ers 

NY followed by not more than four ara bic numer
als and t wo c apit al letters . The letters I, 0 and 
Q will not be used. In plac ing the number on th e 
boat, s pa c e equivalent in width to th e width of 
any le tter e xce pting I mus t be left be tween the 
lett ers and the digit s . E xample : NY 1234 AA. (If 
the owner wishes, hyphens may be used between 
the le tt ers and numbers. Example: NY-1234-AA.) 

The number as signed must be painted on or 
attac he d to each s ide of the bow of the vesse l 
for whic h it has been issue d . No other numb er 
shall be carried on the bow of suc h craft. The 
number shall read from le ft to right, shall be in 
block c haracters of good proportion not less than 
three (3) inches in, height. The number shall be of 
a color that will c ontrast with the color of the 
hull and so maintained as to be clearly discern
ible and legible during daylight hours at a dis
tance of 100 feet. 

CAPACITY PLATE 
All ne w boats und er 26 feet in length de

signe d to carry t wo or more persons, and to be 
prope lled by machinery or oars, manufactured or 
offered for s a le in New York after January 1, 
1969, must c arry a permanently aff ixed plate 
listing: 

the total weig ht of pe rs ons, motor, gear and 
ot he r articles the ves sel is c apable of carrying 
safe ly und er norm al c onditions; 

the recomme nd e d numb er of persons and the ir 
pre s umed weight (at least 150 pounds per person) 
c ommensurate with th e ve ssel's capacit y; 

the maximum horsepo wer of the motor th e 
vessel is designe d or intended to accommoda te 
(( designed for use with an outbo ard motor). 

RULES OF T HE ROAD 
Signa Is 
- One blast means "I am directing my course to 
starboard (right)" e xcept in cross ing s ituati ons 
when i t s ignifies the inte ntion of the vesse l to 
starboard to hold c ourse and s peed . 
- Two blasts means "I am directing my course to 
port (le ft)." 
- Three blas t s means "My e ngines a re going full 
spee d a stern." 
- DANGER SIGNAL - Se veral (n ot less tha n 
five) short and rapid blasts. 
Reduced Visibility Signals 

In fog or other types of reduced visibility, 
trave l a t r educed s peed and s ound one long blas t 
of whistl e every minute. Whe n towing in reduced 
visib i lit y, sound one long and two short blas ts 
ever y minute . Whe n anchore d in fog, ring bell or 
sound other warning signal for a t least five 
seconds each minut e . ' 
Cross ing Situations 

T he boat t o s tarboard (right s ide) has the 
right o f way a nd must hold c ourse and speed. The 
burdene d vesse l s hall keep clear and pass aste rn 
of the privileged ve ssel. 

Meeting Situat ions 
A - In me eting head-on both vessels shall turn to 
starboard (right) and pass port to port. The signal 
i n this s ituation is one blast on the whis tle 
initi at e d by e ither boat and answere d by the 
other c raft. 
B - When vessels are already far e nough to star
board (right) of each other a s not to be c onsidere d 
meeting he ad-on e ither boat shall initiate a two 
blast s ignal which shall b e answered by the other 
with two blasts and they shall pass starboard to 
starbo ard (no cours e change necessary) . 
Passing Situations 

The vessel b e ing ove rtaken has the right of 
way . Ove rtakin g vessel signals with one blast 
of whistle for passing on starboard (right) side of 
the boat ahead and two blasts for passing on port 
Oeft) side of the boat ahead. If overtaken vessel 
answe rs with like s ignal the other boat may pass. 
If overtaken vesse l sounds danger signal other 
vessel may not pass until such time a s the over
taken craft initi a te s appropriate passing signals. 
Sailing Vessels 

Sailing craft s ha ll have the right of way over 
me c ha nically pro pelled ve sse ls except whe n 
overtaking. Thi s rule shall not be construed as 
giving a s ailing vessel th e right to h amper, in a 
narrow c hann e l , the safe passage of a larger 
craft or mec ha nic all y prope lled v esse ls which 
can navi gate only insid e such a channe l. 
Norrow Channe Is 

All ve ssels ke ep to th e right in narrow 
channe ls . 
Aid in Distress 

Whe ne ver possibl e 
every b oat op erat or to 
vesse ls in distr ess . 

it s hall be th e duty of 
give assistance to other 

( 

Departure from R u les 
It s ha ll be the dut y of every operat or to 

strictly abide by the rules . However, when im
medi a te danger ex is ts, th e oper at or shall, if 
necessary, de part fr om the rule s to the exte nt 
ne cessary to avoid co lli s ion. 
SPEED AND RECKLESS OPERATION 

Vess els sh all be ope rat e d in a c are ful and 
prudent mann er a t a ll ti me s and a t s uc h ra te of 
spee d as not t o unre aso nably int erfere wit h the 
free a nd proper use of the navigab le waters of 
the St ate or unr easonably e nd anger any craft or 
person. 

No vessel s hall be operate d wi thin one hun
dred fee t of the shore , a dock, pier , raft, fl oat or ;X- _ 
anch ored boat a t a s pee d exceeding five miles 
per hOUL 

WATER SKIING 
The re s hall be t wo persons in a boa t that is 

towing a wa ter skier, one to operat e the boat and 
the othe r to ob serve the progress and safety of 
the skie r. The observer mu s t be 10 or more ye ars 
of age . 

Water skiing is prohibit ed from s uns et to one 
hour afte r sunri s e on all navig able waters of the 
State . 

P ersons wa terski ing on the inl and waters of 
Chautauqu a County or on the waters of Lake 
George are re quir ed to wear a life preserver, life 
belt, or s imilar de vice. 

A water skii e r s hall not manipul ate his ski s . 
in suc h a ma nner as to endanger th e life or \( 
property of a nother person. / 
SEARCHLIGHTS 

It is unlawful to flash searchli ght s into the 
eyes of the operator of an a pproac hing vessel. 
MUFFLERS 

Every int ern al combustion engine shall be 
effective ly muffled. Use of c utouts is prohibite d 
except in duly authorized regattas . 
DEPOSIT OF REFUSE 

It i s unlawful to litte r, drain or deposit 
offensive matte r into the navigable waters of the 
state . Violations are puni s hable by fine , im
prisonme nt, or both. 

No person operating a water c raft with a 
marine t oilet s hall use or permit the use of s uch 
toilet on the waters of this St at e unl e s s the to i le t 
is e quippe d with a devi ce that wi ll tr ea t , hold, 
inc iner at e or otherwise handle sewage in a 
manne r th a t i s c apab le of pr eventi ng water pollu
tion in com pliance with applicabl e public health 
stand ard s . Thi s dev ice mu s t conform to the 
boating sa fe ty s tandards and rul es and regula
tions o f th e Di vi s ion of Motor Boats. 

Th e sa le of devices which t re at , ho ld , or 
otherwise handl e sewage fr om mari ne toile t s 
which do no t comply with the above re qui rements 
i s prohibi ted in th e Sta te of Ne w York . 

REGULATION ZONES 
Unde r cert a in c onditions C ounties, Towns and 

Villages may re gul at e the s peed of bo ats on 

f ( 


