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My dear Mr Baker: _ Iii 

Y~lur int.ervi6.w '''I' T '.hR~:n{ie.w1.Ag 'VOllr yedrYt.horoU~hJ:>lett,ee concesn1nL1' 
- v .. v "t,ne v,v'.,bccuple ·several . Q.l.Irlyevenlngs In Q 

comparing your point.swiththe Conservat.ion Laws. 

.. .N.'~ 
~?!f;" 

)~l.ence my delay in not" acknowledging , your kine! erfort.s in my behalf tl.1J''t!'<t.,",~ 
wInch I assure YOllI ' appr,ec1ave to t.he fullest. extent.. 

Ifully recognize the'btt.terness ofthe , various .heads of the 
severa~ dapartment"s ,' of ; theC~C. ani '1 ' realize ' that. they could not, 
feel kIndly <11 sposed , u..ndet' the circUllistances ~ On 'Lhe ·. ot,her ,. han a. , 

: we .had ;gOOd reason to believe 'tha.t 'the . whele 1'outfit" , had be en ' 
,playing tls :faisely 'frolli t.hestart. 

Mr Ii!cK1lli Oil AUg~ 27th ,19 :1 3" . whem.he came : to , 'the' J.Jak~, recomlI,ended 
our i'ilttid application and '! p].ans ror. 'Lhe ' reconstruction or 'the dam 
( in cOUipll'ancewt'th ' a sket"chhe submit"t,ed under assurance t".hat 
t. h e.se woUld .beap'prove~'i); s.a1.d applicat,i on: havint;?; · beenrlledfor 

. ' t.he ' purpose qi''' conservih~ . the ':fObd-f t sh 'a 'i'id .not : Wj "Gh-'a , ' ViE~w to 
s t.rengthening the dam" which at , 'Lrle . tilliewas not. cons 1dered ' Ullsa,.fe 
~or dangerou~~ In f~c~, at. 'Lhe . 'LillieMr Mc~lm lnspect,ed 'Lhe dam 

', . .l:1e said no~hlng abou~ 1 ~ 's being dangero1.;ls, nor . could any . one . . 
· ~he re at, t.hl 'LIllie sub.stan.~iat.e l~ beIng In a dangerolls condtt.lon . 

. Aft,er our applicat.ion a.rid.~l;'lf.l;an&_.w~il~·e. in L£.e .hancrs "ovp t;r.h:e ' "-C. C; .... dt,,· 

were f'ieed. by t.he Commission unde r t.heheading "Dam # 786, Upper ' 
,H udson Wat,ershed J' Eagle Lake, Ti conderoga, N. Y. ," 'the C. C . . t,hrough 
HII' K, E. , Sherman became involved wit.h Mr I. C. Newt"on and 'Mr NL Y. F 
f,~:r.r)~~, ! • who became ' gran~ees or 'Lh(~ dam:'s Lie on or about. Nov. ' :L4th, 1 9 j 3 , 
wht.chwae subsequent t,o ~he . receipt, bY', the Comm1 ss i Oll or our app-' 

, I ,a:cat,to~rJ. and ' plans; and :' withou~ aQvisinglis ' or any 'ql' ''the o'ther' 
propertyownerB or ' ~lvin~thelli achearing in the · mat.t.er, directed 
Newt.on &: Ferris · 'LO cu~ , ou~" ', t.he S~jllway deelaring ,. i ~ 1:lIlsafe. or danger

ous. In 'this connect.10n ; M:r M~ Y . ..r errt.s, . who is a 01 ~ll englneer llllIls-eli 
s t,at,ed . that. '!he examined 'the darrl ' and -ih .:·hi s oplhi on j t . was 'not, dan-
gerous" . . 

.Whenwe , learned on Nov 16t,h 1 9 .1 3, 'Lhat. the spillwaY .had been"cut. 
Ollt.", "t/hereby : lower1ilg ,: ~he ' former : level o.f t .ll e . lake and ' destroying t.he 
.fornier shallows and spawn i.rig-"-grou.nds • of t.lle food-,:.fi 8h near the dam l _ 
wena~urallY thou~h~ t.h:o.aNewtion aeted on "his own responf?ib i lit.y, CUld 
not. having been aWare 't~'L.h.eC. C . direclJed Newt,oilllLh1.s action, 

. we reI t. reasonablycert.ain th~,t t.he C:l.C~ would in~ervene and summa.r
illy order · the dam 'replaced, espec1<iLlly · when , we , knew , t.ha.t. . the , S'tate' 

owned lands on 'the ; lake and ,felt. theywo}.ild e~f&rce . the reslJoration 
' or the spawning-"'grounds in C04,[ormity w1~h their ' powers and dut.ies a.&. 
8It~ conservers . qf' . ~he .food-,:.fi 8h. 

\ .. ' 



r:~, rr . ·~r . :';' 
• ~) . " ~j [ [j j ,B(iJ W1! fi '1 <E:;f) I n O 

(in l !.:arning ti1ut t ilO C.C. :::-i;fu88d to int(~rV0ne, 1'1 0 were both 
l')urpri sed aua dai appoin tCHi, and it 'Nas '~111y ai"tlH' the G. C·!mbni S~C1-
ion s t abuse .0 four confi deuce tha t l:: r ~ bj. t t, .3rm ·m t followod. 

So muc.ll for })rdlimi Flltri es. HOW':;Vi;!J. und .':rstwl;1 Tfld riclltly 
thn. t I do no t approve of the tac ti c s of 1,'Vdge and li'li n t'~\ 1,0 dg t~ 
,1S If • .Prost.11a.d th l3 wilOle matt (,r in c:h:1X'g8 and he,. tog'::lthl~r wi th 
J lint through Uli::i:c tactlessnesB put Lhe affair irt~t3 pr l:ls1mt 
pr8carious condition. 

':' ou, :,r our self bel ng fami Ii ar wi th th :3 Lopography of the la,nd 
at the outlet ot thQ luke. ' wouldacirtli t that f;v !m thouBh the 
spj.llwa,Y of the darn were in bad conlH tion, tilore could b e..) no dtUl. .... , 
(~er to life WGst of th i·s spillway ~iS U-l(~ ';Vllt,~r had to descnlld 
fi ve or si x i'octunri :::r a bri dge into u 'brook n, ,]d run a stretch 
of about a half milG through u!1irnproy(;d uninhabi ted land. 

In COnS(;ql1 i )I1CO of .; ~owtont s aett fa.i 1 toS '!~ ' ::, th,~rl.~for<~, \\i}l(~ro 
the C. C. haVd achi eyed any thinga.~ to prr t(3C ti ng th c; 3;3.f' ,,;- til1i fe 
from a. l'd_ang ~~rou3u spillVla.Y; onth03oth()~ hand, newton's act not 
only de s tr oycd . thi~ sj:in,\Yl1ing-groun;J8 "hnd inj 1lx'cd- the-·-pr·opag·n,17i on 

of food-fi !:Oll bu':; a1 so cndanger(~d th c~ Hp I.oli c hl~al. th H:VJ l.vel fiJ.r (3 11 

of Ci cmnr::uni ty s ilmn ";r:':'ng ~9:~t at tl't ; ~ (la n, F)y di-ai ni :1[1; t. lle '.Hlters 
0:ffx~x'Xl:xa1':aJ.l!x :)i'l '1 c:;:·cpasing !;n\Jamps~-- al l of whic}') i l"l I{iol (~lltly 
adti -c onS lJrV'i ti on. 

)~ rz}\im'B aI' t; Um l3nt that the C.C!::; ll:1 :';lI:,ion i "; idrmtical ''lit.}l Ule 
I,:J nC or . 'Oirit.:v lt of i.l. buil :1inl; co d ! i s y.j.dir.iilo\l!3, f' (,~r t h :) Td il 30n U 1Ji!. 

Lh ~", t no one ;:.",k ,3J for proper ty rL.;n-::':~, w;'j~!1 t}H~ Hlattel'" of thu 
J.a::1 W ~t S confe:;::;:· .:; d about wi th hirr.-- f ():L~ V-i.d ;- oint alJ i ST .. i.e; <, .. as O: .l 

':; il ly tJl(-:i C on 8~!rVB. ti Oi'l of fobd-fi 5h. . . 
~'ii th tho acK;w, .... 10zigmnent t .;'Hl.t L.il (~ : ~ t :i t8 OWllS land b()r ,h~ring 

on ,·;agle Lake and wi th.the Commi Esi on l'tC ting in li,ne wi ththe 
purpose for wh;icn it. '1'i'ascreated., unlh~r chapter Gi;7.it OUf; ll tto 
enforce the r o'·,ver.s with whi ell it i3"""8 tl:;cii 11 ord.eriIits thl~ level 
of the lake mai ,ntaill(~dat i SfOl'.fih.:r hil~ht. , ~4 Htl~r to conserve-
the 1'i sh and tl1a.:t , l'3vG.lcan ofily be rrH1in't,a;i.~v;d. by the r'~stotat-
ion of the svi11Vlayto Lt.s olel hight. . 

]y'or a pcriodot21 ,Yea.rs or . rrwr r3. the p top <::rty owners on the .... 
la.ke, by rnaintai.ng a le,velof' . the water advantag :a ol.i8 to , th(~ 
spawning g round£:. (3te, an·(l our"~l.s30ciatlon,()rgn.nizedJi)i1~ S~p r3:.-19~7 
and formi.~d mrlinly for the pur ~J ose of p :cotec Lint; the fi 911 allCi . 
fi shi ng ;hav{; · .. donB m Ol~·e- t ,Q.;;iard ".c.ouGr)XViJ·ti()l1. th(;\.i,l~}18 C,C. J w.ho e: 
nowsec;.m ha1pless to enf'ot'ce their p ov(ers. wi-lhouthaving . £iPlnc 

~ OUl? 11 point OLlt llOW the State, through th~ c.crcnn or:de:r a 
r 0con s tructi on of t.ne daJ'!.l'·~ 

It 8eoms outrageous that the C.C., lN ~ l .m it ()wns land i.tS t~lf· 
on.:~n.gle Lake. s !10ul d pervert e~1tirely t h e purp ose of tnG CO!.1-
m,i Rsi on f .. llcl favor a E,in ir,l .~ new-cOJr; , .~r. '!Jh,) iJ0V,jr '1.)8fr)r e Ghow t:ld 
any int ,)r e st. in/the lake". "Jhose lo.ncJol.as worU1.l.e ?- s-\b ':::il1,·; l o c : i , ,~ d 
along the shallo·,'js a.nd till=; oUn(3t;rr-al ~ a3:'I.~i'f·,(r\;lfnbGr bfpl'op f~r ... 
ty owner s wi', o for y ,:!ars improvod th !-:'!i r land s. '3nh.'lnC ,~d · t ;18 value 
of an ci ~lnCr ' :l'-i5 ;J(1 the popularity of t .h.e lak <3 all , j who have '.dways 
r-:hown offort s toward conserva ti on a!l d !;;!ldeavo:l.'~dtoco-operat(~ 

'iiith the stat.e Cons ·3rvation Cormnitlsiom 
Ji,cKim' a heroic sugg~8ti()n that"if l~ .&F. continu e;': t o. ask an 

o u. trag!~our; price, t.hat a dam be built higher up :i n U18 lak} and 
Ul : :~ t if Ll ld ::.~t d. t9 O1vnad any o.f ti l e' Itlnrl Uj !OI1 'vhich the dll.D)(Jlght 
come. there wOl).ld be no objection!' It::ad3 0,1 <; to infer that tJlO ~. 
C. C. se c the rH~cds8i ty of u. dam to prl) tac t th.;: fi 8h and vlould 
li ke:; the cornp laiaing pro})8'rt:1 o ':, n~rs to Quild i 1:, in :3 t o;>.d of 
t h Ewlsclv o s orJ. t~ring ~~ewton to rC3tore the old spill w;.'l.y wi li eh he 
des troy ed at th'3i r cOIornand. 

, .... . 
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;'illy LJ.I~[Jt ,lid dot t.ilC C.C. objGct to :jo'·,;ton':3 llen;oli tion of the 
dam , loc. l. L:Q P:1X'tly on :3 tate :i and ? 

I b nli(3vo t lF! complainants shoul d tog;3t,r:lf~r tak ',j th i ~ SaIn t) 

at. titude aSfiWJrh:~d by Lhc C .C. an u r CLlain a:;, viold!ltlJ an ti-conse}: 
vativc as i s Lile; C()~ (;r1ission. 

tJ1El co s t of ::>;!-'t,lacinc our L~r 'l:c:i.n,n zt:tuctUY."3S to cnni'Oi.'J,'l wHJ "'" 
'ivith con(iitiot:l~~ of the pr (;scnt l 'Jv,:: l of the lr.tke will be much 

10ss 8xpen si y ,:; tha :; t,iQ building of a dn.ra ',11-1':31' (; ;'1 1' MeLim sugg ,~s 
t oJ ,eve~ if that wer0 foasible. 

';l e m.ay iH addiJtion be abl e ify ta}dng l,;gal action, agai nst 
t;te \V ton, r ::c()v er the 8Xp0l1Se I?.nd d!::1.mn,g~ to our riparian struct
ures ;Ul l) '''H~ c an 3·1.J....atiamn t.he cGns ',; ::,~ vi1tion i d~~a . fo rev')r after . 

11' thej a rf;) not inL~rested in c onserving' w(~ SJlOul J '.'lOrryl'?,," 
Our only ' chanc~; tf'.: we : h$.ve ' any at all, is : t.o try and ' iiidlice the ; D1 v. 

' O,r Fi~h and ' Gam~, :: t.hro~h ; Mr , GUY, , to-reeomrnend' a restoration : of' t.he 
~pawnIng " grou.n.ds ' f'or , t.he'purposei' qf' conserving ', t.he , f'ood~.fis.b" .'or, 1.1.'" ~ 
14Iuence · canbe i1')rou.!I.Q:~~ : t,o,1ndu.ce ; t.he C.C. : to appropri"ate by cond'emnat10n 

, . ( parag ' 487) eno~~p. , Qf' .' Newtons i ~~~ '.: (par 486 J '. On t.he ' nort.h ·, end , Of' ,. the dam' ---. 
., \Slnce the ' Sta~e ; ownst,.tle :: ~aJ.tdsapportinlr ' t,he E$out,h end \ q-fthe dam}, ' 

' then, .. ' 'the " con'tPI ' jtir.1scHct10tl . perpe'tual 'l1se :a..ud "Occu.pancy '. qf' said ' Clam 
' ~nds:pillway , W.o-iid ' rest ent1reiy wi'th the C. C., Wldar ;' whose "care (par 491) 
1't ri ghtly belon~§.. , . . 
" InasmUch as't.. ~Objec'ts Of our . ASS. OCia.'t. ion: W'hi~h ' was ' perm. aneu.'tlY. ·, organ.-
1 zed on , Sep ' :1.3, 1907 ~ in , Order ; t.o ' con'tinue : t.,he; motl~s '. qf' ; t.he , p17o:per'ty 

, owners, ; , ~he si.nce ' aoout ,' 1894 (WhenIsaac:,Harrllsbecame ' gran'tee Ort.ne dam 
s1 t~'" a~reetl.,; 'to mai.n'ta1n t.te "<lamat ' a ~ he1ghl-; a"'v~ntageous ' 'tiO · the ; prop - ' 
ag't10n 01' .fo,od .... fi Sh' I am , 0 -. t.he ' ~;)'pin i.~n t.htU"'if' 'i'ht s ' Dh.c:lse ' of' , 'the s t t.ua'ti,on 

, wliere known t.o·:' t.he , (;. c. ·' sa Wing:hOw ; tae ' propert. ;' own~rB i .tor a " perIoee or ~ 
about 21 yea.rs::have s'trtven,('o eO+0perate:w1th, 1,e C.C .. " 'they, w01ild-,"take ' 
liP t,he ma'ttsr , of' t.he trcUl1 :: w1'th ' u.8 :' wtth " a t vtew t,o ~ conservation ' and '1 ' €lm i Sure ..... 

: tJhd.'t all , t.ne ' property ' owners : wollidassist ' in · co;'-operat1oiL wi t.h ; them ' and 
, tJhereby" enaf?le our AS socta,t,iO.Ll 'to cont>1 11ue : i 't.'s· ~ wOrk " Qf', conservat.io~, 
prescribed In it-'S Const.it.u'ti.on, a copjD , Oi':Whlch IS Inclosea.. ' 

Under ' paragraph 480, 1 t. appears , t.httt t.he C. C . • woald :,have ·1mperat,i ve 
jUl"LiSd1ct.toil. in a 'case ·; like ' oltrs, : where Newtol'l " S ac'tiol1 imperiled the 

, publicchealt,h, safety all.d : wel,fars , Of' a , communit.y, (se.e rpar 482 ,& 483). 
J1.ow-ever in all tnysl:lggest1onBa~ve it. is 'a question : whether , t.he C. C.· 
wGuldnot. force, the ent.1re ' expense Q,r reconstruct.ing i t.he ·' dam ,' on , t.he 

, p!'o'Pert:y: , owners instea.d, Of , ordering New'to,Q. i 'to repair , the damage ~ he cUd • . 
.i. J;f 8:-f t.er ,r~a~~~~Q.t.bt~dYf2,~~h~lie any sug6est.ions "or comment.s . to qf'fer 
.rW0ftl!}%eb8n~HtJ:.t~~ ; gl~a. :' t.C 2 hearthem. For i 'the' preseJ1't, I . have . wrlt,t.en Do'th 
Lodge ,,~FI1At : t.O' d:top -' themat.ter entirely 'arq. 'awhit . .further 'developmen'ts. ' .. \ . , .. ' ," 

' Again assurtng ' You 'qf' : tiJ.Y81ilcerest ' appneciat,1on ' of ' yollr effortsin , this 
rna t 'ter ' and~ lioP1ri.'g : 'tiha't ' t.he ' C. C. mam Soon see t.he advantage ~f'~ ,~V ~ ngus 
eo-:-op'eDate·wtth, 'them' and :' that. , t,hey 'wtll ,des i $t. ' tn ~he1r <i1s~rim)..na.'t1 on 
against uS'1n>.f'avor qr New'to!1, a" new comer",; , ~ am; 81ncere,?-Y you;rS; , 


