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Ai hany, N. Y .. ~'eb. 13.1913 e 

NiX. .;~. 0 • Lu thy • 
Ci llcinnat1, Ohi 0. 

Box 232. 

. ' 

I vi s1 ted ' (1 co ndc"!Toga f0st:(~rday a,:ft·ernoon and had 
a lon{-; talk wi th r ee~9. Newton and ,Ferri s ', owner", of lot iJ41 on 
v;hich the Chilson or jlagle J~a.ke da.rn was .s1 tuated. 'l'heyinformed me 
that during thGeal'ly fall Ibhe Hew YorkStflte ConservationCommiQsion 
ordered t.hem to take' au tthe .dn.w , bec~1.Use ot . i ts dan[~erOU8pOntt1i.1·: en. 
1f1'. Ferrie ,who' is a civil, engineer stated. that heexA;mlned the (lam 
and was of the opinion that it was not dangerous, but. ontaki·nglegal 
ad'vice t~ley decided to r~fI,ove the clam. l.sr. N~wton stated that t .hay 
mad.e severnl trips to the lake an.d remo ''led th~) ' d !:-lJfl in' piece meal,one 
or two timers -at a time.i"i ni' shingthe work 03arly in De¢'ember.. M:r ~ • 
. ]"'erris s t.ated that they took('.i tIe to the urun -property i .nSeptamber, 
I "believe theyenr 191a, but am not positive. . 

Both Mr. Howton and. lAr. Ferri z i nform:e(i me that 
they would .• ot cooperate wi th the property hoI del' S on tl),e ' la.ke in 
t tle r ebui ldi ng of a. nellJ dam, whi ch might poe 5i "bly j aopardi 36 some of 
their rights. 1;;1". i.~ewton thought the ownership of tho lot; on which _~ ~ 
t ,ile dam was situated to be the key t o the situation arid that they wout · 
sell i t only when they · cO.uld. (;~ ,~ t their pri co, which they · wtare not './ 
WJIILlg to name yesterday. 1 sugges tf.3d that the prop erty was worth 
from ~!)OO to ~lOOO q,ollars.but Jl:r. Aewton would not consider alOOO 
dollars. . 

'l'hese gentl~rnen seemed to think the lot). s valu­
able, cl.3cause of th~ lwnber on it, its oaay acce.ss to the proposed 
etate road , for cottage Bigh~B if thl~ old stumps were removed and 
the l:.uc:e raised above its old .level, and' that the cutti ng out of the 
dnrn thu s draini ng the marsh had i ilcreaaed the lumber producing prop-
erties of the lot. SOllle mention was also made of the value of the 
mi florala and the po!Ssi bili ty of . tho lot falling into () theX'. hands. 

Mr.. Newton.i nferr(3/i thn t he . was d.i sgrunteld be­
cause of the publici~ given this matter and especially that which . 
fell into t h G hands of' his tOWI1!?" people. 

'rhe action of AQwton and Ferris in this matter 
d.oct" not appoar rlf.~ighborly' and has a tendency t.o retard summer re­
sorter 8 locatil'lg ,lear Tic-onderoga. 

I su(j,gest tha t the property hold ;r s on tJH~ lake 
detormi ne among thern sel ves tho pri co that thoy are wi 11i ng to con­
tri bute and make a defini te pr(')posi ti .on to iiewton and S'erri s for the 
purchu.se of the lot. 1 will give i:; lOO' an(l possibly more to'Vlard this 
purcha se. : ersoHally I , shun Ut E; po ssi bi li ty of a long drawn l')Ut un­
cortain law sui t o-t' th (~ ' prospect of x70(lross throu~h tll (3 Conservati on 

' Commis ~ion or liealth Department of the gta.to. 

lwn of the Opilli on that Uossrs. liowton and. ll"orris 
having ramo 'V'ed the daHl and lowered th,e Inlce Lo its virgin state have 
no right to a g ain build tili s danl w:i thout the consent of ,the state nnd 
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and property llold,~rs nf f ect'.ad. It is pos ': ible t ll at Ute i nterested 
parti as mn:; de<3r:i _l t advi sable to shape t.h~~mael ves to the present 
conditi' ons of th;) lnke ii'l its lowerall stat.:!, lotting down their 
boat-houses etc., to Lloe t, tl'H new condi ti ans. Thi s would .tend to 
less8 il tno possibili Lies c f th (: s e waters being soui,;;ht for conmercinl 
pur-p oaes, which would r'llJ.ke it necestiary t v r ;d se or lower the lake 
otcertain intervals. Tak e for an illustration tile ch n.ng e of wator 
l evel in l ,ake Ge.orge which . l ai l i ,lformed is as much as 42 inches. 

1 also have ill mind t.k!t t h e town of ~;,'ic(m d eroga has been ta.J: ing 
car e of t i I(~ road over the d:wt anLl thn. ' ~ thr3re is some qU9sti on a. s to 
the right s of '.{ewton · and ]'erri $ regard i ;) R thr~ darn whf ch a part of 
the highway. Only recently I thi nk tho town rcrnoV(3 d some' screens 
which were placed at trw overflow _of th , ~ ciarll. 

Decoration day was very eold and eve l un d. (;lr this con­
dition trH~ stench from the decnyed vegetation which was exposed by 
the low water was very disD.greeable. DurJ_ng t h e WH.rm \i' on..ther this 
condition will und ,)ubtedly Dc:,! i flcreaS f3d. It is said t.ha t tho water 
in t.ne lake is no '.\; about .20 inches bt~low t Jle crest Qf Wl<.:J dar,l. 

3incerely hoping that ;,;esar3. _J ewton a. ld Ferris will _ 
make a rlJasonable proie;" a nd that we I.1 · 'Y buy the lot which will enable 
us t o remedy thi S IUlfortwia te c Oldi ti on a t. the earli est posel ble 
moment, I rf::main 

Yours r f3spectfully, 

WSL!AMD. 


