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Albany, N.Y. Der,emser fil'l3t, 1913~ . r 

Hr.CarloB C. Alden, 

27 Ashland Ave., 

Buffalo, N.Y. 

/ 

I have your~note and copy of letta:r: Aent to Mr. Wicks. 
On receipt of the letter from Cass PlOJaae lust Wednesrtay, .1 went to 
the Lake tha t evening, and spent Thnnksgiv1ng .Day with Ben Hunter. 
I wua 'at the darn in the morning and found that the timbers ,in front 
of the bridge supporting 'the darn had been aut out with an axe. It 

. looks as if the work had been done at dEfe,rent int-;:rvale, 1. e. 
' severol days must h:weelape~d while the w()!'k was g0 j nIT on, as I do 
not know how the 10"1 er timbers could have been cut out , until the 
wat3r h a,d subs ided considerahle. There f A :}tiD quite a current 
runn i nG' through the:., dam. r believe that the le"7el in the immediate 
vietn i ty of the , dam has

l 
been lO :-i cred in the neighborhood 0 f tt!fo , feet 

below its lowest level of last S\Tmer, but in the Lake proper, at , 
your Oo ':l. t house and mine, 1t is a foot low'3r,. thl'm it was last ei.lmmer. 
As the i'luter was very low last -summer this a dditional [ootie q'-lite , 
not,iceab l,e, exposing a great deal of th.e old wood and decayed veGetable 
matter al.ong the shores and in shallow ""l a ces. Thanksghing Day was 
quite co ld, ilnd ',,'len in this weather th~!'e W:'I S quit,,,! a bad smell from 
the deeQy~ d veg etation. 

Thimkacivinc: evening I met Hr. Ylick'.l Rna Hr. Aj We'ed at the 
Burley H DU n '3 in Ticonderoga. I think that Hr. Weed st a ted before Mr. 
Wi.cks arrived thut ~! r. Wi 'ks was attorney for Hr. Nr:lwton, the Man who 
o wns the durn and who it 1s said hEid the tirnbers cut. Hr. }Wicks eaid 
thut he ha d not seen Mr. Newto.n sinee learnlng of the cutting out of the 
dal!l and consequently did not know the reii son, hut thnt he would see 
him on Saturday and would rel"'Qrt oonrHti0ns. He thought that it would 
be a dvi s able, after learning the oonditionf3, fo!' th~ property holders 
to ,:; 13 ': tog ethe r and rai s e rnoney f:or 'the build'nc of ~a new dal!l, provided 
the condit ions warranted it • At pres-ent everythin13 is Bl.lppoait ion, 
therefore we can do nQthing until we '1!know where weare at·~ 

I was at the Capitol on Wedn.eaday last and saw Hr. McKi-rom, the' 
I.Dspeot,or of Docks and Dams,. who went wi tn us l ast summer to . In~spect·,· . . (, 
the dame. In Mr .• McKi1lU!l1 S offfes I glanced over some correspondenoe , 
w~lch he had with Mr. New~on, the owner of the dam, and I was under the 
impression that Mr! Newton waa ignor Lnf) 'Ur. M0Kimm' a oorrespondence for 
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aome reason of other, therefore ft i & pos8ible that Hr. Ne~ton 
has b een annoyed by somethine; that hae been Baid or written to 
him regCl.rdine; bis repairing the sam, and for that reason cut it 
out. It was rumored that he was about to place n saw mill at I 

the dam f Or'therturpose of sawine; a few 10[;8 in the spring. If 
thi s Vlere eo it 'would be the moat detrimentHl thinf', that could 

, happen, because the lo \vering and ' ra'iainc of the Lake would be 
a very serious objections both from the point of our boat hou.ses 
and for the b od smell which comes from the ex~osed decayed vege-
tation. ' Let UB hope there is'to be no Baw mill an d that the dam 
was s imf.'ly cut "ut for sriite, and that we !!Jay e e t toeether and 

, ha ve it replaced in a 8Ub6i~ ,.m,tial manner. The .fix~ng of a perma­
nent l evel 1s the most import ant Hing, in l!lY mind to be acneived. 
Mr. McKilllm said that it '1a8 bie opinion that a r.1l)rJ o ,"nin1) a dam \ , 
h ad the right to cut it out or flot to maint;ain 13ame, but that he 
had n o right, witl10ut perr.:isBion from the state to raise the ,level. 

Tell ,~uth that one of her kittens was hnving its :~ks­
~iving dlnn e r i?flt Houghta11n G'e when 've '~ ~re the!.''? , Thank 8e i~rt{:: Day. 
Mr. Houe;h tal ing said Bo rr,e one fotmd the kitten O'Ter a t our house 
an d brou E.;ht it over to him. 

~ suppose. you haVe hea!"d that Dr. Gage haB resigned from 
his Church in ChicG: go 7 ' the resiVlatlon to take 1'l ;.1c8 January !irst. 
I h:.ve b'3en anxious to h~ar from you or y rmX"F.l :r:-egRrding i,l l'S. Alden's ' 
health, How d i d the o p eration turn out? I hope that she ia al-

right by thi. time. 

I huve not heard much ne'VB rega rding politics in the immediate 
vic .L ni ty of Bu :·falo. I aUPI,ose when I aee you there will be lots 
to talk about. The Knick8rbocker P:re'?8 supported me until about a 
wed: before elec tion, a t which til!:e Jude e Jl.rnold, theffrnanuGcr of 
th e paper h bd a c . ~n t e o f mind, and, stRt edit e~itor~lly in his paper. 
Thi d <.:L ;,nt;e of n,j nd probably work .o; d more injury to the Knickerbocker 
Pre " J t hun it d id to r~y8elf, but it may h a 'l.g C08t me .one thousand , 
vot es . I3elUre election I had fears thR.t I I'!; i..:ht; be elected, bllt 
r~6Ultt;3 ehd'wed it to be an impossibility, although I had eome oonso­
l ation by the re ,',ul t oftthe vote, ru,nninr,:: about ei rrht hundred to one 
thou'l ,;,nd iJJ 'e ud 01:' the ticket. In the City of Alb;my, 'Roosevelt 
poll =d 26, 00 voted, Strause 8900 and I roll ed 5,080. ' 

Le t me hear .from you, ,.particularly <is to how ~,~rs. Alden is 
~ettine; along. 

Very tru'ly, 

WSL: 'IlAK. 
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