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My dEB arLu thy: .. 
Your letter of Apr 22d, '14 has been read and duly 

consi de:eed-.1 am a li ttle surpri;sed that you and Mr Hurd have sud
denly decided to hold YG>urselves temporatily ' aloof from t;he closing 
labors of the Committ.ee on Fisheries and Game of our Association, 
whose ef COT ts to sevure a return of the origj.nal water-lev(~l at 
.Eagle ,ake, undertaken at the request of the Assaciation members 
back in November, 1913, have been acti vely and steadi ly encQuraged, 
aided and assisted b~ yuorself as Secty-Treas., and by many,other 
members since our work began. 

I fear that you have had advi ce s timula ted by the other 8i de, 
in their efforts to " stave off" immediate action for our relief. 

As I have all along advised and still counsel, this whole 
matter should be put rightt'up to tljl.e Court and at once •. 1''he 
enj oyment rl by all riparian owners, of the old water .. level, 
established by Mr Harris, 21 years or mODe a§o has become fixed 
by lap se of time and the act of Mess Newton Ferri s was an i nvas-
ion upon the right of all of us to the water;;'level upon which we 
built. There is nothimg clearer in the law than this. Besides that, 
we and other citizens are entitled tb a continuation of our rights 
of naviga.tion and that the fish may occ~py their usual spawning-
grounds.. . 

Now, thi s appli ua ti on is just what our opp onlmt s dread more 
than anything else. And, having failed in what Mr Hurd in his 
recent letter "ermed a " Hold-up" to make us purchase a lot of 
worthlesss land, they now dislike the publicity which their act 
has drawn upon them .. A little more publicity in the shape of a 
smmnons might hasten a settlement. 

I f these Ti conderoga gen tlemen or any member of the Con serv
ation Commission have, as you suggest, any feeling of hostility 
against our Committee, they must of course, include every mamber 
of the Associa~i on who has resentei.i thi s outrage and stood up for 
hi s i:d.ghts against thi s attempt to secure a monopoly of the publi c 
wa ter s of Eagle Lake. 

In short, my dear Ir Luthy, we must vontinue to stand together 
in every detail of this matter, as we have done up to the present 
time.,We have all done what we could by pacific means to prevent 
the rttination of our Lake thi s summer and all fair-minded people 
are wi th us too. 

I therefore repeat the advi ce alr(~ady gi ven to you and to the 
oth~r members of the Association:) II Let us begin an action for 
the , abatement of this injury, in the Supreme Court. In this suit 
any\owners can be plaintiffs. Ther must be at least two or three 
of our largest prop ar ty owners uni ted as plai nti ff sin thi s sui t, 
for the benefi t of all the re at. 



~' 

That suit once started, we should then apply to the Court for 
immedi ate reli ef,; pendi ng the tri al, of 'the ' sui t, whi ch wi 11 come 
later on in the season. 

This application will be based on. the complaj.nt and. will 
consi st in presen'tlng, to the Court at once a. number of affidavi ts 
from different owners" showing wha.t our trouble ther consi ate in, "" 
as the foundati on of my argument for . the mati on. , ". . 

~ 
Of course, any lack of absolute harmony and uni t y ... on .. mir par:t 

w d weaken our case very much. I could. not hope to . wiX':\ this ".';' 
rna ion or suit unless I had such support. The other side 'would . 
take advantage of ita t once. , 

An attorney cannot go into Court wi thout cii ents and Wl tnesses. 
In our case)' he ·eanno,t." appear at- gpeci-al- Terra" --on-~'a;--tno~tr~tirire-ss---'-
he have a complaint verified by one or more large prope:rty owners 
at the Lake,wi th the affidavi ts qf two orfthree mor~ such owners. 
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